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Courant.com 
State Medical Team Responded To Ike 
 
By DAVID OWENS 
Courant Staff Writer 
September 19, 2008 
 
A day after Hurricane Ike ripped into Texas, a disaster response team from Connecticut 
arrived on Galveston Island to begin providing medical care to survivors and rescuers. 
 
"Right after the storm hit, we were here," said Michael Purcaro of Vernon, the team's 
administrative officer. A team from Rhode Island is working with the Connecticut group. 
 
The doctors, nurses, medics and others have been at work since Sunday, treating about 
200 patients a day. Patients have been coming in with injuries ranging from bumps and 
bruises to serious burns, Purcaro said.  
 
The team of volunteers, called the Connecticut Disaster Medical Assistance Team, is 
working in the emergency department of a hospital that, like much of region, is without 
power. The team — part of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services — gets 
power from generators and potable water from tankers driven in and from bottled water. 
 
"We are providing the only urgent care medical service on the island right now," Purcaro 
said. 
 
More seriously injured people are being transferred to other hospitals. 
 
"We have helicopters coming and going every 30 to 40 minutes," Purcaro said. 
 
Team members work 12- to 15-hour shifts, then take a break in tents just across the road 
from the hospital. The conditions, because of the devastation, are primitive. There is no 
running water and the bathroom is a bucket inside a tent. Team members eat MREs, or 
"meals ready to eat," the same rations issued to soldiers in Iraq and Afghanistan.  
 
Team members have no complaints, Purcaro said. "We volunteer to be here and to go to 
places like Galveston Island," Purcaro said. "It's an honor for us to be here." 
 
Purcaro said team members expect to head home today. 
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For photos of the medical team and the hurricane devastation they witnessed, visit 
http://purcaro.smugmug.com/share/JwD10HQQGo6YY 
 
Contact David Owens at dowens@courant.com. 
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